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WORKERS' CONTROL AND THE BUDGET

According to the organisers this year's workers' control conference in
Nottingham looks like being the most successful yet. We are told that
some 270 delegates - the majority of them being from trade unions organis-
ations - had registered at the last count. Previous experience shows that
there is always a last minute rush so it should be well-attended indeed.

The couference could scarcely bo mcre ticely, céting as it does just after
the vicious anti-working class budget and on the eve of fresh anti-trade
union legislation. It is to be hoped that the ccoenference will assist in
the mounting of a counter offensive by the working class against the
Labour Government's right-wing policies.

The concept of industrial democracy is one which is both appropriate to

the situation and relevant to the kind of strategy which would be requlred
for such a counter-offensive. Old-style wages! militancy, whilst it is

to be entirely welcomed and encouraged, is inadequate in our present
sitatuion. In a period of intense inflation - which is what we will face
for the rest of this year - wage increases, even when they can be won.

will be eaten up. The concept of workers! control must embrace control
over the system cf wages assessment. If the Government is serious about
its promises to control prices it cannot object to a sliding scale of wages
to automatically compensate for increases in the cost of living.

The budget measures, despite Jenkins' promi:es, will lead to the closing

of factories and other work places. It will thus intensify and increase

the effects of numerous mergers and rationalisations. Quige apart from
incregsing unemployment, all this is a terrible threat to union organisation.
Naturally .from their point of view, the employers will seek to use any
closures or reorganisations to weaken union organisation and to break up
shop stewards committees where militants are well-established - they would
be foolish to do otherwise. Workers' control must mean contyol over hiring
and firing and an all-out effort to prevent any unemployment at all.
Whenever the employers speak of sackings or redunda:scy, the workers must
demand the opening of the books to first of all verify whether the employers
are speaking ghe truth. They must insist on the shop stewards committees
controlling the situation with the priority of a policy designed to avoid

at all costs any unemployment.

Workers' coutrol and industrial democracy are concepts which must be clearly
defined. The Wilson Government is quite aware of their appeal and has
sought to use them to cover up its anti-working class policies.- it does
this essentially by trying to smuggle in workers'! participation in the
guise of industrial democracy. This is not the only example of the mis-use
of the term: a recently published book is entitled'"An experiment in
industrial democracy;"it is not until one reads the sub-title that one is
continued over/




Workers' control and the budget continued/

aware that it is a history of the so-called John lLewis partnership. What
is the key which enables us to distinguish between these various types of
~ "industrial democracy"? There is one decigive criterion: do the advocates
of industrial democracy seek to organise a struggle for workers' power?

Thus workers' control and our idea of industrial democracy must always
be linked with living struggles. This especially so in the present period
when an offensive against the workers is being waged by a Government which
calls itslef Labour and which postures as being democratic socialist.

Anyone who advocates industrial democracy and workers' control todey must
at the same time amdvocate a struggle to the finish against the present
policies of the Government as exemplified by the Budget. The linking of
these struggles to the anti-cepit®list strategy intrinsic to workers!'
control is the most important question facing theleft in Britain today.

Vietnam Solidarity Campaign Notes from Mike Martin

Now that the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign has emerged victorious from
the Morch 17th compaign, it is desirable that we begin to assess the
goins which have been made,ond harness the political capital of the
recent period in organisatjonal terms.

With this in mind V.S.C. has colled a'report back! meeting at which
it will be possible to discuss the experience of the Demonstration
and consider in general terms the period ahead of us.

Details of the meeting are as follows;
Place  Toynbee Hall. Commercial St. London E1.
( neaxr Aldgate East Tube Station)
Time 7-30p.m. on Thursday April 4th.

Speokers include Tariq Ali and Pat Jordan.

As mony readers of The Week will be aware one of the factors preventing
V.S.C. from taking full advantoge of the opportunities now opening up
is the lack of money. This in turn meons that we are confined to an
extremely small office and lack basic equipment, Any Wegk reader who
supports the aims of V.S.C. is invited to send a donation to our mailing
address -
22, Sarre Road

london H.W. 2e _




WORKERS' CONTROL OVER WORKERS' ORGANISATIONS by John London

With the Labour Party taking an interest in "industrial democracy" it has
almost become respectable to become an advocate of workers' coutrol.

Of course, many of those espousing industrial democracy are careful to
make sure that the discussion goes no further than that of cousidering
various methods of participation, with essential control, especially
investment decisions, firmly in the hands of traditional bosses. However,
some people call themselves arvocates of wokkers'! control when they do
little to encourage workers! controcl of the organisations to which they
belong,

To take a tyPical example: how can a man be serious about workers' control
if he is appointed a trade union official for life? He could only justify
his position by waging a struggle in his union for a changing over to
regular elections. How many unions have regular elections for their officials
as does the AEU/FW? Surely it is elementary that worksrs' democracy
incorporates the great principle of the Paris Commune: the recall and
regular election of officials. How else have ordinary workers got any
guarantee against the soft life of office corrupting their representatives?
The permanancy of appointment, linked with the huge differences between

the galaries ©of trade union officials and ordinary workers, lays the
basis for caste interests and the development of an uncontrolled buseaucracy
in the union movement.

Another important feature of all workers! organisatious - political and
industrial - has been the devaluation of conference decisions. The case
of the Labour Party is well-known but there are mary other examples.
Moreover, some unions do not even have amnual conferences. In other cases
the subjects for discussion are strictly limited.

Advocates of workers! control should ensure that in their own orgenisations
the twin principles of the recall and regular election of officials, and
the soveriegnty of democratically controlled and convened conferences are
paramount.

Lastly, someone ghould do a paper on workers' control over the workers'
control campaign. Not that I have any complaints - the organisers do a
fine job with no compensation other that the knowledge that they are doing
something useful. However, if the workers' control movement is to give

a lead in the democratisation of all aspects of our life it mpst evolve
organisational forms which reflect its purpose. We should get to grips
with the problem of ensuring that all the supporters of the campaign feel
that they have taken part in the formulation of policy. Could I suggest
that between now and the next conference there is a discussion on this
questica?

L3PORTANT NEW PAMPHIET ON BRTTISH COMPLICITY

"Vietnom, United States a.d Britain" is the title of a pamhlet prepared

by a group of Americans ik Britain, It examines in some detail the gquestion
of British Compliecity in the Vietnam Woar with special refwnrence to

British firms producing for the American forces.

It is ovailable at 2/9d post paid from 8,Toynbee St. E.1.




THE POLITICS OF MARCH 17 by Pat Jordan

Much has bcon writton about the March 17 demonstration dealing with it in
content and in detail. Howovor, in viow of thc many rcactions it cvoked,

it is noccssary to try to put it in a wider contoxt and scc if thore arc any
general lessons to be leurnt for the socialist movemeont as a wholc,

The press, radio, tclevision carried the most hystorical roports as did

cinoma nowsrccls. We can hardly coxplain it as being duc to purc sonsation—
alisme Thore werc many other competing nows storics: the gold crisis, the
rosignation of George Brown and the Budget. We also have to look at what was
said from a political point of viow. The British ruling class is facing crisis
aftor crisis and has boon compelled, through the medium of tho Labour Govorn—
ment, to make attack aftor attack upon the working class and other scetions of
the community. So far, rcsistancc to thosc attacks have been minimal but the
"powers that be" must be worried. Such demonstrations as that of March 17,
with its lack of "rcspect" for law and ordcr, could provide a dangcrous cxamplcae
Throughout this century it has boen noticed that forment amongst the youth

and the students has boen the precursor of genoralisod discontent and soecial
strugglecs Furthermorc, our ruling class must have noticed that in nearly
cvery advanced capitalist country stro.t battles with the police have become

a common, almost everyday occurrenced It must view with considerablc alarm

a similar state of affairs in London. ;

But this is not thc only factor which provokcd the pross. Those of us who

had considorable contact with the press immediately aftoer March 17 noted that
despitc all our statoments to tho contrary, ncwspapors continucd to rofor to
tho "violent ponce lovers." We, time and time again, pointed out that V.S.C.
was not a "pacificist" organisation, but still this label was applicd to use.

We formed the conclusion that this was done: (a) to discrcdit us in the public
oyes and (b) to hide from pcoplc the fact that there is now devcloping in Brit—
ain o politically maturc movement in support of thc Victnamese revolution.
Thosc who elaim that the violoncc did harm to the anti-war movoment in this
country should ponder these facts. The pross, Mr. Wilson and thce Amecrican
Embassy arc unanimous in "not minding" a peacc movement which confines itself
to a gencral call for "poacc". However, when it comes to a movement which
takos the side of tho Victnamese pcoplc they become hysterical.

I+ should also be noted that the demonstration took place after a polemic in-
side the Left, 2 polemic waged by various orgenisations against the demonst—
ration and its political linc. We have alrcady answered the main antagonists
in the special issuc of The Wock but we nced to look at what thesec poople
said aftor the cvents of Merch 17. The Communist Party, through the Morning
Star, was generally favourable and has argucd strongly against ostablishment
figurcs who were spoaking of banning such activitics. In one cditorial, the
paper referred to the fact that it had political diffcrcencos with the organ—
iscrs of tho domonstration but said that it still opposcd the witeh hunt. I%
published a number of lettors, only a fow of which wore eritical of thc demo-
nstration, complaining of police brutality. Howoever, tho Communist Party has
ot to come clcan: it still hasn't rctracted the attack made via the Botty
Recid article in Commcnty ncither has it attompted to assess things politicallys
For instance, nowhcrc has it cxplaincd the contradiction between its argumcnt
in Comment that by backing thc solidarity position onc narrows the movement
and the fact that March 17 had five or six times as many pcoplc as March 24,
the YCND dcmonstration, and that, morcover, therc was a far wider ropreggﬁ%7




ation on the former dcmonstratione All this, we might add, despiic the facti
that the Communist Party through thce Morning Star mobiliscd cxtcensively for
the March 24 zactione. : :

The Socialist labour Leaguec, through its now twicc-weckly Newsletter, attack-
cd the Victnam Solidarity Campaign cxtensively. Members of the Socialist
Labour Loague actively campaigned in the universitics and colleges against
participation in the March 17 demonstration. Wo are told by mombers and cx~
members of the SLL howcver, that despite this many Kecp Left Young Social-
ists took part. The SLL campaigned as hard as it kncw how for its own counter-
demonstration for March 24. Supportors of The Weck counted the numbor of
people (in many cascs arriving on coaches with less than 10 people on board)
who took part in the March 24 SLL demonstration: less than 300. This com-
pares with a minimum of 25,000 on March 17. Perhaps this is why the News-
letticr confined its comments on thc March 17 mobilisation mainly to an

account of court cascs and police brutality. It is significant that the only
politics that this paper trics to introducc is an attempt to smear me by using
the comments of a police commissioners Left-wingers will draw tholr own
conclusions about this "ultra-rovolutionary" paper so fond of accusing othcrs
of sclling out and betraying, using the words of a policoman against a polit-
ical opponcnt. A sad casc of "sour grapcs."

Peace News, in its issuc after the demonstration provided material for those
who want to finger tho demonstration and its organiscrs, and quoted remarks
attributed to Tariq Ali by the capitalist press to attack the demonstration
without making any attempt to verify them. We think, that unlcss this
papcr drops this linc many people will follow Malcolm Caldwecll in disassoc—
iating thomsolvoes from ite : ; :

So much for the tendencics which opposed March 17. Despite their scotar—
ianism, it is ontirely in tho intercsts of the movement against the war in
Vietnam for all of us to cndeavour to draw thesc people into a united front
in support of the Vietnamese pcople. Many of the thousands on the March 17
demonstration were rank and file members of thesc organisations or support-
ers of their journals. We arc convineced that these poople will be cam—
paigning for a change of linc. ; ' »

What was, thon, thc goneral cffecct of the March 17 demonstration? Different
scctions of course, reacted in different ways and the gencral cffect was

that of polarisation. The militants were heartoned (we have many, meny indi-
cations of this - we arc convinced that VSC iz going to take the placc of CND
as providing a place for thousands of unattached militants to 'operate); soggy
contrists wore horrified (Bill Hamlin was terribly upset about poor policemon
who had to lose their days'! off becausc of "hooligans”) and the right was
provoked. But in meaningful political torms the offect on the Left was tho
most important: throughout the country cveryone who is opposcd to the policies
of British and Amcrican imperialism knows that thore are people willing to
fight those policiecs. In .a more gencral scnsc, the domonstration has shown
millions that there is a militant anti-war movement in this country; the
demonstration must have replaced football as the main topic of discussion

on Monday morning in the factories and other places of worke We do not, of
course, wish to oxaggoratc the amount of public support for the demonstrat-
ion but the fact that millions discusscd the issues is a healthy thing in and
of itself. This fact alonc crcatea a milicu for a fight for our ideas.




CUR LaST ISSUL

This is the last issuc of The Wock, in its presont form. 4As we ox~
plainod a fow wocks ago, the tcam which has boon producing the journal has
decided that it would be morc beneficial and appropriate for thom to pro-
ducc a ncw monthly printcd journal, Intcrnational.

There is a place for a journal doing the job which The Weck hos done and
wo look forward to the day whon it will be possible to bring out a wockly
printed organising journal for the Left. However, we arc plcascd with
the work which we have donc through The Wock and we arc surc that the new
journal will makc an covon bigger contribution.

The history of The Weck has been a history of strugglc. From its very
first issuc until now it has always bcen in opposition to the right—
wing, doing all in its powcr to assist in the living struggles of the
working class.

Somc of this has brought about pcrmancnt changes in the British politi-
cal scceno: witness the croation of the workers! control campaign and
the launching of the Viotnom Solidarity Campaign. Just as important is
the fact that The Weck has brought togcthor a national nctwork of acti-
vists who arc rcady to go into action on 211 vital issucs.

We will through various urkiodfront organisations bc kocping in touch
with all thosc who have collaborated with us in our various campaigns.

Our ncw journal, Intcrnational, will be designed to help to elarify the
important political probloms which facc the Left in Britain today. We
confidently cxpcet all those who helped us with The Wock to collaborate
in this work. Wec will bc organising a grcat dcal of discussion around
our ncw journal in the form of mcctings and confcerences - anyonc interc—
sted in this side of things plcasc contact us.

HELP THE LIVERPOOL BUSMEN from a spceial corrcspondont

Liverpool busmcn havo now becn on strike for some throe wocks in support
of their wage claim.

In vicw of the way the provious strugglc of municipal busmen potered out
after the union decided upon action through thc courts it is vital that
the Liverpool busmen win their fight. In sticking out so long thoy have
been inspired by the cxamplce of the Liverpool dockers who had a fair
dogrecc of success in their struggle late last ycar,

On Wednosday March 27, the Liverpool busmen rojcetcd a plea to go back to
work. They furthermorc deeided to conduct a nationzl campaign in support
of their struggle. Thoy arc in the process of planning a national tour
by their spokesmen to oxplain thoir casc. They =1so deecided to launch a
national appcal for financial support.

Donations, cnquirics about spcakers, ctec. should go to:
P, King, 35 Bradlcy Road, livcrpool 21.




SUCCESSFULL VSC DEMONSTRATION IN AYR

Approximately 50 pickets greeted the Prime Minister when he arrived at the Dam
Park Pavilion, Ayr, on Saturday 23rd Merch tc address a Scottish Labour Party
Rally. They corried placards calling for suppert for the Naticnal Liberation
Frcnt and demanding that the Labcur Party carry out its Conference decisions on
Vietnam, A special leaflet was distributed tc the delegates. The picket was
organised by the Glasgow Branch cf the Vietnam Solidarity Crmpaign. Loter a
gumber of hecklers were ejected from the hall when they raised the issue of
ietnam.

GLASGOW VCS'S WIETNAM WEEK'

Glasgow VSC orgmised 2 Vietnam Week from 16th-23rd March. The object was to
respond in a constructive fashion to the call of the NIF for activities to
commemorate the first snti American dmonstration in Saigen on March 19th,

1950. The week was preceded by a period of intensive fly posting during which
500 hand made posters were stuck up prominently along thoroughfares in the
city. These called for support fcr the NLF as well as advertising the variocus
events projected. Attempts tc hold open 2ir meetings on three days were all
frustrated because cf rain as was o poster parade of the town centre on the
23rd. However, during the ccurse of the week 10 000 cf the specially produced
leaflets were distributed at subway stations, busstops, etc. Monday and
Tuesday nights saw filme shows held in the Trades Ccuncil Club and on Wednesday
night a public meeting there was a‘dressed by Laurence Daly, Scottish Secretary
of the NUM and Tom Hyslop, Provost of Denny. Each of these events attracted
audiences of cver forty.

On the Thursday night members of the VSC distributed material at a folk song
night at which a member of the Stop-It Committee was performing and Matt McGinn
made a stotement and smmg some songs on our behalf, Saturday saw a demonstra-
ticn orgonised belatedly by the BCPV whc had earlier reiected our attempts to
form an ad hoe committee to run joint activities. The cfficial title cf the
march wes 'Mourn and Act' and it wes to consist of silent demcnstrators dressed
in black preceded by cne banner stating that we were wmourning for the dead of
Vietnam, However, in spite cf continuous rain, the character of the 1 000
strong dmonstration was scmewhat changed by the intervention of VSC supperters.
The march was studded with Liberation Front flags and large secticns of it
chented solidarity slogans in spite cf the attempts cf the marshals to suggest
that we were breaking the supposed 'united front'.

Perhaps the most encouraging feature cf the week is the new support which has
been coming in for VSC daily. The Secretary reports herr telephone frequently
ringing with enquiries and dcnations to assist the activity have been forth-
coming from meny quarters, It is clear that the activities in London helped

tc increse people'!s determination here - a genuine case of 'sccialist emulation'.
But it also clear that the longer the war ccntinues the more correct dces our
political position appear to be. The great success cf the Tet offensive was
most important in this respect. Increasingly therefcre the VSC can be seen

as the leading body in the anti-war movement in the west of Scetland.




PCLITICAL NOTES _ By Dave Windscw
MATOOM (AIDWELL BREAKS WITE PEACE NEWS

The following letter appesred in the March 22nd issue of Peace Nows:
"Your editorial piece (March 8), "Sham solidarity" is a disgrace. After
many years of association with Peace News as reader and contributor, I
wish publicly to sever that connection herewith. Please do not renew my
subscription.’

Faleclm Coaldwell.

CAPITALISH IN ACTION

The following news item appeared in the Tiarch 25th issue of the Daily
Mirror under the heading "Massacre of the pigs to keep up prices" from

Brion Hitchen, New York: 'Hundreds of pigs have been shot in trenches,

then covered with quicklime - to keep up the price of pork. Pig fromers

in America's mid-west states esch sent one or two pigs to the mass killing to
beat the effect of a 7lut in the pork market, The National Farmers Or;ani-
sation planned the slaughter to reduce the supply of pigs and drive up the
price to farmers by 4d 2 pcund,

Pigs were herded intc trenches, hundreds at a time, and shot dead. Farmers
shovelled quicklime and earth on top of the carcases, But vesterday the
Farmers Organisation chonged tactics. They took 148 pigs from Illinois to a
prison fare in Misscuri. The aaimels will be slaughtered there - but the
pork will be given to poor pecple in the city of St, Louis, Farmer

Gerald liollett of Highlend, Illincis said: "This is o better deal than just
killing the pigs. It might demonstrate to the people of this country that
the poor feed the poor.!

US may resume Greek military aid Financial Times report

State Department cfficials believe that they have detected several encoura-
ging developments in Greece over the last month, and there is a possibility
that full-sccle US military 2id may be renewed by fall. But responsible
officisls here zre still cauticus about assicting Greece despite the recent
publicotion by the Military junta of ~ new political consitution.,

State Department views came to light during background discussicns at e
fereign policy conference for varicus non-governmental organisations and
also in subsequent interviews with US cfficials. The officials said that
the US hed exerted influence through diplom-tic contacts with the militery
iunta, along with other NATO naticns, and wns pleased that progress had
continued tcwords a return to democracy since the junta seized power April

2L, 1967.

A key date now is September 1, 1968, vwhen a plebiscite will be held to
approve or reject the junta's draft constitution., Officials say that if
the constituticn is sccepted, the chances for resuming US military aid to
Greece will be greatly improved.'




APRIL 215T GRELZK FRLLDOM RALLY

We have been asked tc publish.-the follewing appeal:

‘April 21st, 1968, marks the black anniversary of the militery ‘unta's take-
over in Greece. Tke regime has spent the last year tnﬁhtenlng its erip on

the country: by eppointing its own men te key positions in all areas of public
administration, snd by making the "oath <f lovalty" o pre-requisite tc the
right tc werk,

In the recent report of Amnesty Internati: ‘nal it stated, "The Security Police
and Military Pclice sare unrestricted today in Greece. Slnce, in Mr. Pattskos's
words, "the law sleeps", the police may arrest anycne, in any place, at any
time, with no chligaticn to charge him cr inform enycne of his arrest". From
the detolls given in this report, it is nc exacgeration tc state that the
methods emplcyed by the Greek security police, including torture, sadism,

and bleckmail, have not been parallelled in the western world since the

heyday cf Naziam.

Resistance to the regime within Greece grows stronger., Two major resistance
movements, Democratic Defence and Patriotic Front, organised by representatives
of all political parties, outlowed since last April, are working together

for a common aim .... the establishment cnce and for all of true democratie
government in Greece, The hope for Greece rests at the moment with DD and PF,
but they must be able to rely on suppoert from demoerats 21l over the world,

A1l thcse in this country who are cutraged by the military regime's very
existence, let 2lcne their barbarcus methods, and who wish to express their
support for the Greek resistance movement, will heve the opportunity tc do
so at a Rally to be held at Trafalgar Square on Sunday 21lst April at 2.30pm.
This will be followed by a march via Downing Street tc the Greek Erbassy -
letters of protest will be delivered at both.

The octress Melina Merccuri will be comine from New Yurk specially for this
demcnstration, and will speak at Trafalgar Square; together with Greek Demo-
cratic Movement 1eaders, and invited representatives of the political, trade-
union, religicus, academic, and artistic worlds, It is hoped that the BBC
Greek Service w111 record the voiced approval of all those present for a
resolution condemning the military regime and expressing sclidarity with the
Creek resistance mcvement, This will later be broadcast to Greece.

This letter is being sent to many crganisaticns in this country, 211 of which
enjoy a freedom that their equivalents in Greece are denied. e hope that.
ycur members will support this demcnstration in large numhers, and that we

can rely on you tc publicise the event. Posters and leaflets will be avail-
able very shortly, and will be sent on request. 4 later bulletin will be
issued, giving details cf all the sperkers =t Trafalgar Squere, and of other
events planned for the weekend cf 19th-21st Arril, Should a suitable cccasion
arise before the rally, we wculd like to send cne cf our speakers tc eddress
your members on this subject.!

The week urges all its readers and supporters to attend this rally and make

it widely known throughcut the movement, ife are not completely in agreement
with the pclitical implications of everything that is said in this appezl and
will be making our views known to the participants., We believe thot Greece is
ripe for a struggle for socialism and that the rcle played by NATO and US
imperialism has to be understood if we are tc draw 2ll the necessary lesscns
from the Greek tragedy.




HAS COLIETS BANNED GRANMA?

We received the fcllowing letter frcem Five Continents Books, 17 Estelle Road,
London, N.W.3.

'Tn addressing this latter to ycur periodical we wish tc acquaint ycur readers
with a situation that has arisen between us (Five Centinents Booksg on the one
hand, and Messrs. Collet's London New and Second Hand Bookshop, 66 Charing
Cross Road, Londen, W.C.2., on the other. The central point of disagreement
happens t- be based on the question of a wider distribution of GRANMA (the
English language Cuban weekly).

Respending to the fast growing demand for GRANMA we have been cbtaining bulk
quantities of this weekly. DMeanwhile, negotiations between ourselves and a
number of newsagents and booksellers have been favourably concluded. However,
one refusal to accept GRANMA merits attention. A significant refusall It
comes from no one but the above mentioned bookshop. Many of your readers,

ne douht, have patronised Collet's London New and Secondhand Bookshop for its
considerable range of papers, jcurnals and broks which are mainly concerned
with Socialist ideas. It seems, perhaps, that in the thinking of persons
concerned GRANMA cannot be categorised as a socialist newspaper?!

Messrs. Collet's London New and Second Hend Bcokshop have cther excuses.

They fear having tc face libel charges should they handle GRANMA, It seems,
according to their spokesmen, the contents of this paper would amnoy Authority
here in Britain!

We ask your resders to make their own ccnclusicns after reading some copies
of GRANMA availesble through the usual bocksellers or direct from us.

Thanking you for the courtesy of your columns.'!

CND__REQUIESCAT IN PACE by Bcb Turpin

The YCND demonstration' of Sunday March 24 was a soppy, sloppy affair,
Watching the sombre processicn of U Thantists towards Dewning Street I was
immediately reminded of a convocaticn cf Cistercian monks returning to devo-
tion after a day's mushroom gathering. uhat were missing were the prayers
and incantaticns., But the funereal atmosphere of the procession was wholly
relevant. For on the afterncon of March 24 the blessed remains of holy
pacifism were laid tc rest at the Cenotaph, or scmewhere in that region. 0ld
Mother CND and her progeny YCND have departed tris world, though doubtless
from time to time the CP will invckeothe ghosts, amid a loud clattering of
chains,

Yet in Monday's press YCND got the best coverage in years, We expected this,
It is now part of the policy of the British press to undermine the sclidarity
movement by presenting the CND as ultra-respectable (or how to protest politely)
and VSC as the leadership of the 'irrespcnsible! fringe. What will happen (or
so the bourgecis press hcpes) is that the more 'respectable' elements in the
solidarity movement will be taken in by the apparent new leasse of life of CND,
the prominent publicity, etc and will go running back to the ever open arms of
Momma Pacifism., But this bourgeois notion pre-supposes that the new militancy
is a child of !'frustration' - frustration from not being listened to, frustra-
tion frcem being regarded as a spoilt child rather than as 'somecne with a
grievance'. This cf course is attempt to represent the solidarity movement as




a rabble of mods and rockers, and refer to us as people with a prievance
is to enccurage anti-student hysteria by showing us a crowd of selfish,
moody adolescents with chips on cur shculders. They completely ignore the
phencmenon that now confronts them., The phencmencn cf the new militancy,
a positive pclitical development engendered by a realisation of the true
nature of the Vietnam war. This is a political awakening and represents
a new and formidable forece in British politics.

Returning very briefly to Sunday's demcnstraticn, it is interesting to note
the various estimaticns of the num“er which participated. The Telegraph
estimated 5 000; the Times and Mirror, 3 000, but the Dailv Mail quite con-
fidently estivated 10 0CO! If there were 10 000 in Trafalgar Squnre on
Sunday then the number cn the 17th March must have been in the region of
50-60 000!

SEMINAR ON NEO-COLONTALISHM*

March 30th (jaturday) 1.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m.

*Geieral session

U.S. Imperialism a.d its dependence on Tricortinental raw material sources;
Speaker: Malcolm Caldwell.

The relationship betwee:n the metropolitai: workers and the Tricontinental
peoples; Speaker: Mrs. H. Edwards.

Culture and neo-colonialism; Speaker; H. Baius.

Neo-colonialism - some aspects; Speaker: A Balakrishuaui.

Asiain session (6.00 p.m. - 10,00 p.m.)
The role of foreign capital in Iudia; Speaker: Dr. B. Das Gupta.
Pakistair since independence; Speaker: M. Ishaque.
Neo-colonialsim in South East Asia; Speaker: A. Dastan.

lMarch 31st (Sunday)

Africa session (1.00 p.m. = 5.00 p.m.)
Neo-colonialsim in Western Africas; Speaker: V. King.
North Africa -and the Middle East; speaker: M.E. Mughery.
Neo-coloidalism in East Africa; Speaker: P. Otai or O. Kambona.
Neo-colonialism in Southern Africa; Speaker: J. Kozonguizi. o

e Caribbea: and Latin Americai: session (6.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m.)
Neo-colonialism in the British Caribbean; Speaker: West Indian Students
UniOL .

Neo-colonialism in Iatin America; Speaker: T. Lea.der.

At Trinity Church Hall, Kingsway, London W.C. 1. opposite Holbcbi: tube.

¥ organised by the Spirit of Banduig Committee.




NO DEALS WITH SMITH. br Charles Van Gelderen,

Once again the Labour Government ig on trial, Its record over the last
three years is that of betraying me socialist principle after another,
For many the end of the road came when it rushed through the racist
/Commonwealth Immigration Bill through both Houses of Parliament with
indecent haste,

Now the issue is Rhodesia , and the Labcur movement -~ Trade Unions,
Constituency Labour Parties, Co-cperative societies, every secticn of
the Movement must make it clear that betrayal here will be the end of
the roal. The Tories in Parliament, in the Press ,and on the publiec
platforms, are mounting the same sort of campaign as they did over
the Kenya immigrants, attempting to force the government into panic
reacticnary action. They use the lives of Africans as pawns in thelr
sordid pclitical game.

Negotiate now , they say, or the unspeakable Smith will hang a few more
of the hundred Africans in the Salisbury death cells, /And without a
doubt there are ears in the Cabinet only too willing to listen to this
sort of talk, just as they listened to Sandys,Powell, and Cyril Osborne
over immigration., The Smith regime stands revealed as a naked ,brutal
dictatorship,representing the interests of a handful of whites determ—
ined to keep the black majority in perpetual bondage. It is moving
steadily in the direction of full Apartheid on the South African model,
and using its powers as a state to terrorise the African into
subservience,

African nationalism in Rhodesia has not shown the same growth as in
other parts of the continent, since many Africans nourished the wvain hcpe
that Britain would see justiese done., Wilsen hss ruled this out from the
start, Unlike the coloured people of Guyana or Mauritius the Rhodesian
rebels are white "kith and kin", Nothing more severe than sanctions here,

Sanctions have undoubtedly had some effect on the economy of Rhedesia,but
the living standards of the white ruling class was so high that pulling

in the belts a few notches made little difference. The African suffered
most, though gladly if it would help topple the Smlth regime,

The events of the last few days have brought matters to boiling point
Smith is now ruling by open terrcr, and only counter-terrorism can
overcome this, Without a doubt the hangings in Salisbury have stimulated
the Africans into acticn. They now know that they can count on no British
Government,Labour or Tory., Only their own strength can resclve the issue
and we will see in the coming months an increase in guerrilla activity
in Zimbabwe, -

British Labour must welcame this, If the Zimbabwe Africans proclaim a
Government in exile the Labour Government should be the first to
recognise it, The road would then be open to arm that government so
that it can make its power effective,

Meanwhile the Government must make it clear that it will make no deals
with the hangmen Ian Smith.




